Harding University

Scholar Works at Harding
The Bison

Archives and Special Collections

10-26-2018

The Bison, October 26, 2018

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison

Recommended Citation
The Bison, October 26, 2018. (2018). Retrieved from https://scholarworks.harding.edu/thebison/1924

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open
access by the Archives and Special Collections at Scholar
Works at Harding. It has been accepted for inclusion in
The Bison by an authorized administrator of Scholar
Works at Harding. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@harding.edu.

@HUStudentPubs
Facebook: Harding
University Student
Publications

BISON
SO
SO
ON
N
A H A R D I N G U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T P U B L I C AT I O N

THE

October 26, 2018
Vol. 94, No. 7

2A

NEWS
OPINIONS

3&4A

SPORTS

1&2B

FEATURES

3B

LIFESTYLE

4B

You’re in the Club
online at thelink.harding.edu

Searcy, Ark., 72149

TOP LEFT: Men’s
social club Alpha Tau
Epsilon celebrate at
the end of their cheer
during Tuesday night’s
All-Club Devotional on
Oct. 24 in the RhodesReaves Field House.
TOP RIGHT: Members
of men’s social club
Lambda Chi Theta,
donning mascot
heads, sprint down
aisles of the RhodesReaves Field House on
Oct. 23 during All-Club
Devotional.
BOTTOM LEFT: Junior
Jason Lightfoot, vice
president of men’s
social club Theta,
cheers with his club
brothers on Tuesday
night. Lightfoot gave
a chapel devotional
at Monday morning
chapel, which
sparked conversation
throughout campus
and on social media.
BOTTOM RIGHT:
Women’s social club
Chi Omega Pi and
men’s social club
Knights cheer before
All-Club Devotional on
Oct. 23.
Photos by
EMILY GRIFFIN

By The Numbers

Club rankings processes lacks
consistency across the board
JESSIE SMITH
news editor

On Thursday, Oct. 11, as Harding students
prepared for their Fall Break, many received the
anticipated invitation into a social club, but a long
process took place behind the scenes between
new members attending the first reception and
donning the jersey.
First, the Interclub Council (ICC) gave a
minimum number of new members to accept to
each club. This minimum came from the number
of active members, graduating seniors, sponsors
and incoming freshman, according to Kara Abston,
assistant dean of students.
“Club officers are always allowed to take more
than the number provided by Student Life,”
Abston said.
Men’s social club Chi Sigma Alpha originally
received the minimum number 40, and senior Jack
Allen, president of Chi Sigma Alpha, said the
club had taken around 40 or more new members
in the past few years. However, the club had 61
active members this fall, and their constitution
prevented them from taking a class of more than
60 percent of their current size. The ICC lowered
the minimum number to 36, but Chi Sigma Alpha
ended the process with a class of 22 new members.
“Across the board, a lot of clubs are seeing
smaller classes,” Allen said.
The first and second receptions welcomed
anyone, but clubs invited prospective members to
the third reception. For women’s social club Chi
Omega Pi, they have the option of voting on who
to invite, but for the past two years, they invited
everyone who attended the second reception,
according to senior Rebecca Johnson, president
of Chi Omega Pi.
After the third reception, the members voted
for 40 women via a Google Form including all
eligible candidates. Since the minimum number
for Chi Omega Pi was 38, the 38 women with the

In spring 2017, 56 percent of
undergraduate students were a
member of a social club at Harding.

most votes made up the A list, and the women
ranked 39 and beyond became the B list.
“It’s really quick and efficient,” Johnson said.
“There’s no room for error. … You’re not relying
on human computation, and all the data’s there.”
While the members voted, they also kept a
Medium
Small
Google Sheet in which members could comment
on and advocate for prospective members.
Clubs
Clubs
Large Clubs
Women’s social club Delta Nu used a different
system of voting. During a slideshow of the
prospective members, each current member voted
2011
yes, no or maybe. ‘Yes’ gave the candidate one point,
‘no’ took away two points and ‘maybe’ issued no
2017
points, according to senior Mariah McClellan,
president of Delta Nu.
“When you’re in a club … and you spend a lot
Large
of time in there, you want to have a say in what
Medium
Small
goes on and who’s going to come in and represent
Clubs
Clubs
Clubs
that club with you,” McClellan said.
As the clubs ranked their prospective members,
the inductees also ranked the top three clubs they
would most like to join. Abston said the sequence
of sorting students into clubs was an automated
process through the Banner system, a higher
education enterprise resource planning software.
Medium Small
“While the system is automated, our office reviews
Large Clubs
Clubs
Clubs
all input to ensure that all club information and
student rankings are input correctly,” Abston said.
Senior Tanner Johnston, president of men’s
social club TNT, said their club has used the same
2011
method of voting and ranking for many years
2017
because they have encountered very few problems
with the process.
“We can only take a certain amount of new
members each year in order to keep the size of
Large Clubs
Medium
Small
the club regulated,” Johnston said. “This means
Clubs
Clubs
every year we cannot take every person who is
interested in our club.”
Club induction ceremonies were Oct. 21, and
Club Week began the next day. The first club Data from Harding’s Knowledge database. Large, medium and small
meetings with all new members will be Oct. 29 clubs are ranked based on social club enrollment numbers from 2017.
for women’s clubs and Nov. 5 for men’s clubs.
Graphics by DARRIAN BAGLEY
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LEFT: On Oct. 16, women’s social club Ju Go Ju spends the fourth round reception in the Jim Bill McInteer Bible and World Missions Center. The reception
was scheduled for three hours from 6 to 9 p.m.
RIGHT: Junior Mackenzie Beckmon and senior Olivia Womack, vice presidents of women’s social club Chi Omega Pi, run the table during the fourth round
reception on Oct. 16. The fourth round reception replaced visitation from past years.

Social clubs share conflicted feelings about fourth round
MADISON EDWARDS
student writer

Visitation, which has been an
integral part of the club process for
many years, is when potential new
members (PNMs) who received an
invite to join a club visit the club
members’ residence halls and get
to know the members in a small,
intimate setting.
This year, visitation was replaced
with fourth round receptions where
the club members and the PNMs who
have been selected to join their club
meet at a location for one to three
hours to get to spend more time with
one another.
The change to the club process

sparked reactions and opinions from
many, including senior Mills Bryant,
president of men’s social club Titans,
who said the decision to change
visitation to fourth round reception
was unfair.
“As a senior, I still
remember going to
the girls dorms, eating
popcorn, checking out
their club decorations.
It was so fun, and I am
sad the new girls will not
have that experience this
year.”
– Haley Carr,
president of Ko Jo Kai
“The overall impact of this change

Freshman starts
Harding chapter of
international club
KYLIE JONES
student writer
A freshman has brought the
international Rotar y Club to
Harding with the help of the dean
of the Honors College.
Rotar y is an international
service club whose purpose is
service above self. The club hosts
fundraisers and service projects
to support the community in
which they are located. As an
international organization, the
Rotary symbol is a well-known
icon with worldwide connection.
Freshman Grant Countess
showed interest in starting a
college chapter, Rotaract, of the
international service club, Rotary.
“I think the neatest thing about
it all is that you are connected with
people from across the world,”
Countess said.
Countess went to Cascade High
School in Shelbyville, Tennessee,
where he was a part of the high
school sector of Rotary, Interact,
and served on the district board
of the Interact Club. Countess
expressed interest in starting a
Harding Rotaract Club when
he saw Mike James, dean of the
Honors College and secretary of
the Searcy Rotary Club, wearing a
Rotary pin on his jacket.
“I told Grant
that I would
support him
in any way
that I can,”
James
said. “We
h a v e
talked
about
i t a t
our local
club, but we
didn’t know
who would be
interested or how
to get it started.”
James said the Rotaract Club
would be their own entity and
would be doing their own things

to better the community.
Countess said he has a core goal
for the group: “service above self.”
“ W hen you are living for
something that is bigger than
yourself, it is hard to have a bad
day,” Countess said.
Randy McLeod, professor of
business, director of the professional
sales department and former
president of the Searcy Rotary
Club, compared Rotary to an adult
version of a social club. McLeod
said that much like social clubs,
Rotary has a purpose, and they
work toward achieving their goals.
He said one accomplishment of
the Searcy Rotary Club was the
volleyball pit at Berryhill Park.
McLeod said he encourages
students to always get plugged
into the community in which
they live. He said students who
are involved in service now will
be more likely to be involved in
service once they graduate.
“So many things in life you need
to develop good habits, [whether]
it’s giving or serving,” McLeod
said. “It’s good to get them used
to giving back and being involved
in service of some sort.”
Harding Rotaract Club is still
in the beginning stages of its
development. They are currently
seeking those who will
be interested in
being charter
members of
t h e c l u b.
Countess
s a i d
they are
trying to
find 15
people
who are
interested
in order to
proceed with
the formation of
the club. For more
information, contact
Countess or James.
Graphic courtesy of
ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

has been large,”Bryant said.“I feel like
we don’t get as much time to get to
know the men before we take them
into the club process. My opinion is
that visitation should be reinstated.”
This change has caused complications,
not just during fourth round reception
but also through the entirety of the
club process, according to Bryant.
“We tried to allot more time in the
mixers for getting to know people, but
a lot of that time was spent getting
to know guys that did other clubs,
and that seemed counterproductive,”
Bryant said.
Senior Haley Carr, president of
women’s social club Ko Jo Kai, shared
a similar opinion to Bryant.
“I think the changing of visitation

to fourth round took away from the
whole experience of Club Week,”Carr
said. “As a senior, I still remember
going to the girls dorms, eating
popcorn, checking out their club
decorations. It was so fun, and I am
sad the new girls will not have that
experience this year.”
“The overall impact of
this change has been
large. I feel like we don’t
get as much time to get to
know the men before we
take them into the club
process.”
– Mills Bryant,
president of Titans
Junior Taylor McCain, activities

director of women’s social club Ju
Go Ju, said this change will affect
the relationships long after fourth
round and Club Week.
“We went from spending 30
minutes to one hour with each
member to five minutes with each,”
McCain said. “I think this will have a
negative impact on the bonds formed
between members and potential new
members. Club Week is light-hearted,
fun and one of my favorite Harding
memories. After Club Week, it is
easy to fall away from the club and
become inactive. I feel that removing
key events, such as visitation, will
eventually create a club atmosphere
where participation is low and bonds
are not strong.”

Pack Shack visits GAC
Students volunteer to pack meals for White County

Photos by LOREN WILLIAMS

On Oct. 24, over 600 Harding students from social clubs and academic and athletic organizations pack meals during Feed the Funnel in the Ganus Activities Complex (GAC). Harding,
The Pack Shack and Arkansas Blue Cross and Blue Shield partnered to make more than
250,000 meals for families in White County.
The chief executive officer and co-founder of The Pack Shack, Bret Raymond, said The Pack
Shack inspires people to be neighborly.
“In Arkansas, 20 percent of Arkansans are food insecure — so one in five people — and it
is one in four kids,” Raymond said. “The Pack Shack is really just an outflow of God’s heart,
and feeding the hungry is kind of the basics right there.”
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Kyle Raney
Student Writer

It’s OK to
love clubs
H

arding loves clubs. It is something
that will forever be a staple to the
way things work around here, and they are not
leaving anytime soon. They offer so much to
campus, and as cliché as it sounds, they can help
you make friends and connect with people you
might not have ever met without them. While
I do think you can thrive at Harding without

them, they can be something that can greatly
enhance your experience while you are here.
During freshman year, everyone is so excited
to get into clubs, and when they do get in, they
cannot stop talking about it or hide the pride
they have for their club; that is something that
I wish never dies. I do not think that every
conversation you ever have is based around
clubs, but it is completely OK to want to talk
about them.
For some reason, as some people get older,
they can get this attitude that they are above
clubs or too cool to still be in love with their
club. These are the same people that still come
to every event their club has to offer, hold
offices in their club and a lot of times are even
a queen or beau for another club. I think it’s
garbage. You joined clubs in the first place
because you wanted to be in them. It’s time to
stop pretending that you do not care anymore
because deep down, we know you really do.
The facade is tiring.
I know there are exceptions. Some people

truly do get older, realizing that clubs are not
everything and that they might not have a
heart for their club like they used to, which
is OK. Everyone is different in the way they
feel. I’m not saying that everyone has to be 100
percent for the whole four years of being at
college. Just keep in mind that so many people
wanted to get accepted into a club, and you
took the spot they wanted. Do your best to
not take it for granted.
You are not too cool for your club, so go
out and have club pride. I think that you will
see a difference in the way you experience
Harding and its social life. Be glad that people
saw enough in you to let you share the club
they loved with them. I promise, you will enjoy
Harding, and the clubs you are in just a little
more. And to the new members, welcome to
something that is so great. Make the most of
your time; you’ll never get it back.
KYLE RANEY is a student writer for
The Bison. He can be contacted at
kraney@harding.edu.

In case you missed it...
#clubweek

Abby Austin @AbbyAustin14 • 18 h
Never has my body created a sound half the magnitude of the shriek that
escaped my mouth when Max Ross led the Alabama Stomp at All Club.
jessica pigott @pigottablanket • 19 h

Listen y’all small clubs are the witties and they don’t get enough credit honestly

Morgan Lee Pruitt @MorganLP122 • Oct 22
Ooh! Aah! Who should get probation?

Meagan Hoard @MeaganHoard • Oct 23
Club Week means taking naps at 8:04am

Cassidy Colbert
Student Writer

It’s all in the
process
M

y club process was much different
than many others who go through
it. I began my college experience at Ouachita
Baptist University (OBU), a college four hours
from home and not a common place for people
from my hometown to attend.
At OBU, the club process is in the spring
semester and is only a two-week process with
one week of recruitment starting on Tuesday
and bid day on Saturday. That same Saturday
is the beginning of their Club Week.
As a freshman, we all seek to find our place
in a group and find our forever friends. Having
the first semester of my freshman year to see
how each club interacted with each other and
to see their presence on campus helped a lot

staffKaleb Turner
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with going through the process. Clubs are not
allowed to do any kind of recruiting the first
semester, which I believe helped me and others
see the clubs for who they really are.
I transferred to Harding the spring of my
sophomore year and decided to do Spring
Sing with women’s social clubs Ju Go Ju and
Ko Jo Kai. I met so many people through all
the practices, and it is still one of my favorite
memories about my Harding experience. Since
I had the spring semester to get to know the
girls in my shows and others who were not, I
found my place with a group of friends before
even going through recruitment.
When fall 2016 came around, I went through
the club process for a second time. For me, the
process was long and exhausting yet rewarding
because of the memories and relationships that
were made. I was overwhelmed by the lengthy
process, especially since it was only two weeks
at OBU. I was frustrated with how long it took
when I knew it could be done in a week.
Pledge Week at OBU is a much different
atmosphere than at Harding; campus is a lot
smaller at OBU, which changes a lot of things
about the process. There are other variables
that may go into all of this, but one thing
that I learned during both experiences is that
so much more comes from the Pledge Week
process. One other big difference between the

two is what clubs are allowed to do throughout
the week. My club at OBU had specific colors
we had to wear each day, my pledge class and
our pledge mistresses would go to a devotional
every morning at 6 a.m. with our chaplain and
we were given “pledge titles.”The titles were silly
tasks we would do if a member asked us to. To
this day, this is one of my favorite memories
about pledge week because the tasks were funny
and allowed us to get out of comfort zones.
Both experiences for me are so different
for many reasons that would make this piece
far too long. But the point of the story is that
although I loved where both experiences led
me, I see so many pros and cons to both. I
enjoyed the process more at OBU just because
of the silly tasks and the length of the whole
process. I believe that the shorter process
helped prevent hazing but still allowed for
the fun and goofiness that Club Week is all
about. Whether the process is two weeks or two
months, both allowed me to find myself and
a group of people who have walked alongside
me throughout different seasons.

CASSIDY COLBERT is a student writer
for The Bison. She can be contacted at
ccolbert@harding.edu.

Shifting
Focus
Emily Nicks

Opinions Editor

Nice vs. Mean
C

lub Week: a long-standing Harding
tradition. In many ways, the busy
week has remained consistent year after year.
Exhausted students waiting outside the caf
before daylight? Check. Social clubs joining
in each other’s cheers during All Club?
Check. Lackluster singing in chapel due
to lost voices and sleepy students? Check.
In many ways, this year’s Club Week has
stayed true to the past. On the surface, it
looked no different — but there has been
a definite shift in tone. This year, it seems
that clubs are being identified in a new
way. The conversation has moved from
classifying clubs as easy vs. hard — this
year, it’s nice vs. mean.
Previously, individual clubs were known
to either implement a hard Club Week
or an easy one. There was a sense of pride
surrounding hard clubs. Once the new
members made it through the tr ying
week, it was something to boast about;
old members didn’t hesitate to use the
same techniques from years past. They had
survived it, after all, and the new members
needed to understand the struggle.
On the other hand, there used to be
a slight sheepishness felt by easy clubs
in regard to their Club Week processes.
Of course, those who joined these were
grateful they weren’t crying approximately
nine times a day, but there was almost a
sense of embarrassment about making it
through the week minimally scathed. It
was easy to feel judged by those who had
endured hard weeks.
The adjectives are different this year.
I’m not sure what prompted the change —
junior Jason Lightfoot’s devotional thought
in chapel on Monday, perhaps. Or maybe
it’s been a long time coming. Whatever
the catalyst, there has been much more
discussion this year as to why hard clubs
are mean (or stern) to their new members.
Suddenly, members of what have been
known as hard clubs aren’t just going
through the week proud of their demanding
traditions — they’re defensive of the benefits
of harshness. And members of traditionally
easy clubs aren’t just quietly content with
their ideology — they’re proud of the
kindness they show.
Like I said, this year is different.
Is it dramatic to call Club Week 2018 a
total shift in paradigm and the beginning
of a revolution in the way the Harding
community treats social clubs? Yeah,
probably. But then again, all change has
to start somewhere, right?
I don’t think Club Week should be
done away with; I don’t think it should
just look like a normal week with a few
cheers added in. There’s some validity to
enduring a little sleep deprivation and having
team-building activities from 5 to 11 p.m.
every night for a week. But I don’t think
enduring rudeness from old members is a
beneficial team-building activity.
In my opinion, Club Week should be a
challenge. However, I think it is possible
to find a balance between a challenging
week and a kind week.
Maybe this year is the beginning of
finding that balance.

EMILY NICKS is the opinions editor
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: emilyk_nicks
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An Ode
to Nancy

The State
of the SA

Kaleb Turner
Editor-in-Chief

Perpetually
terrified

Oct. 28
Service Sunday
6:45 p.m.
Oct. 29
SA Chapel

I

’ve never understood why people would
pay cold hard cash to have fear instilled
within them. Of all the emotions I wish to
experience during any given day — happiness,
joy, humility — fear is certainly not on that
list. While I desire to seek all those emotions
without fee, the idea of paying to experience
something that’s not even on that list boggles
my mind. I think that’s why this time of year
leaves me hoodwinked.
I don’t understand why someone would
pay to see “Halloween” at the Searcy Cinema.
Not only are you dropping your semester’s
book fees on a ticket and then next semester’s
fee on refreshments, but the cinema itself is
already scary enough. The movie only makes
the situation worse.
It always feels like I’m looked down upon, too,
when I tell my friends that I’m not interested
in attending a haunted house. Why would I
drop my very, very limited cash assets on the
risk that I’ll urinate myself at the sight of an
unexpected goblin, humiliating myself for the
rest of forever and eternity? I’m already getting
emails about applying for spring graduation;
I’m paying way too much for that, and it’s
scary enough.
While I know fear is an emotion experienced
within each person, I guess I’ve never thought
about where my heightened fear of all things
spooky stemmed from. I have my normal fears:
parking garages, large crowds and leaving my
comfort zone. (I also have an irrational fear
that I, as my own resident assistant, will catch
and fine myself for lighting a candle in my
own dorm room.) Normal fears? I’ve got ‘em.
Fears of the spooky? Tenfold.
When I was in elementary school, I was
friends — maybe, now that I’m thinking about
it, by force — with a girl who we will call Bailey.
Bailey was several inches shorter than I, and
she had naturally curly hair, which on any
given day added to her mystique. Bailey had
round-framed glasses that sat slightly askew
on her young nose. She was an enigma, to be
sure. And I think she might have been the
catalyst for my fear of spookiness.
Our elementary playground sat sandwiched
between the elementary classrooms and the old
auditorium. It wasn’t called the old auditorium
because there was a newer auditorium. The
metal, beige-colored structure was original to the
school’s campus. The metal was rusty in spots,
and the facade looked like it was permanently
frowning. It was the old auditorium because it
was simply that — old.
The east side of the perimeter fence
encompassing the playground butted up to
the old auditorium, and the closest playground
equipment to it was a massive wooden structure.
It had levels, stairs, huge platforms and sat high
enough off the ground that small students —
like elementary Kaleb, his friends and Bailey
— could crawl underneath.
Around Halloween during second grade,
Bailey began to construct an elaborate scheme,
which must have started my fear of spookiness.
Months after her plans had been foiled, I
would learn that Bailey, before school or recess
started, would sneak onto the playground,
crawl under the wooden structure where we
hung out during recess and use rocks to carve
names into the wood. So, when she started
telling stories at recess about the janitor who
kidnapped and murdered second graders in the
old auditorium — students who he’d indicate
via wood carvings in the wooden playground
structure — we were terrified.
She told of his late-night snatches and how
he’d use the big box fan in the band room to
slice off the students’ fingers. She pointed to the
rust spots as blood splatters. We were terrified.
Now that I’m writing all of this down, I’m
convinced that my fear of spookiness came from
Bailey, and I’m also convinced that someone
should find her contact information to check
in and see how she’s doing. Those aren’t normal
thoughts for second graders, are they?
So, please know this Spooky Season that
my desire to spend my money elsewhere isn’t
because I’m fiscally conservative; it’s because
I’m perpetually terrified.
KALEB TURNER is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. He may be contacted
at kturner3@harding.edu.
Twitter: kalebaturner

Hallie Hite

Upcoming Events

Guest Writer

The Starbucks
pay chain
W

e’ve all read those articles about the
coffeehouse patrons who pay for the
person in line behind them. Then, that person
pays and on and on it goes until several people
have been paid for this way. My question is this:
where can we find those people?
If you’re anything like me, you never would
have been a before-the-break kind of girl in
the Benson. You probably would have chosen
a seat in the back-middle among a group of
your friends, where you could chatter, halfway
listen and do homework. Then one semester
you would have gotten the insane idea to sit
in row F (!) and wondered why the songleader
is always so loud. I am here to tell you — this
shift forward is probably the most dramatic one

Nov. 1
Men’s
MenÕ
s
open dorm
6 - 9 p.m.
Nov. 8
Women’s
WomenÕ
s
open dorm
6 - 9 p.m.

you can make at Harding. The singing is just
… well, it’s better! There is less temptation to
check out or scroll through Instagram.
This Monday in chapel, junior Jason
Lightfoot gave a really excellent chapel talk.
During it, he said something striking: he said
that often, we are giving compliments to people
based on what they do for us, not on who they
are. He suggested that in these situations, we
must pour out our hearts for people and give
from the source, which God alone can give.
In a way, what Jason said has a lot to do
with moving forward in chapel, and even the
Starbucks good Samaritans — it has to do with
how much you are willing to give of yourself
in order to reap the benefits of the bountiful
life which is around you. Acts 20:35 says “…
it is more blessed to give than to receive.” It
is so easy to get selfish and to retreat into the
comfortable and mild, but we can be so much
more.
So this week, I hope you go big and bold
with what you are willing to contribute to the
places and people around you. And if you’re
about to start a Starbucks pay chain, I’d be more
than happy to let you stand in front of me.
HALLIE HITE is a guest writer for The
Bison. She can be contacted at
sa@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?

Contact Emily Nicks at enicks@harding.edu to voice your thoughts and opinions.

Loren Williams
Asst. Photographer

Your
Halloween
costume still
fits
H

alloween is just around the corner, and
let me tell you, you are never too old to
dress up. When I was little, my parents threw
a big Halloween party for all of our friends.
I had a costume change in the middle of the
party because I couldn’t pick out just one thing
to be. For the first half, I was a cheerleader

M

and I wore my cheer uniform from pee-wee
football at the city park. Half way through
the night, I disappeared and came back as a
zombie princess. It kind of sounds like a bad
Hallmark movie, right?
I loved playing pretend as a kid. As soon as I
got home from school, I would become a teacher
to all my stuffed animals. I would make math
worksheets for them and give them spelling
quizzes. Waddle the penguin always failed
his tests. Then after dinner, I would become a
world-famous horseback rider. I would gallop
around my backyard on my imaginary, trusty
steed, Freckles, weaving through cones and
jumping over poles that I had set up.
I just became whatever person I wanted to
be. It was as simple as believing it and doing it.
Sometime, somewhere someone said reality
means your dreams don’t come true. As we all
grow up, we are faced with reality, and suddenly
it’s not acceptable to let your imagination run
wild. Wrong! Your imagination is what makes
you unique. It’s where you get all your great
ideas and where you dream your wildest dreams.
Don’t let people tell you that you have to

sit behind a desk for the rest of your life or
that the best jobs are the ones that make the
most money. You have the ability and power to
become exactly who you want to be, if you work
hard enough. Being successful has nothing to
do with the world, but everything to do with
you. You will be successful when you are happy.
To this day, I still love dressing up in costumes.
I have been everything from Nacho Libre to a
giant shark. And yes, I will be dressing up for
Halloween in my squirrel costume complete
with an inflatable tail.
Halloween may be scary, but life doesn’t have
to be. Find something that you are passionate
about, commit yourself to accomplishing your
goals (even your wildest ones) and surround
yourself with people who support you.
To all the goal-getters out there, fly to the
moon in your astronaut suit, but make sure
you’re home in time for dinner.
LOREN WILLIAMS is an assistant
photographer for The Bison. She can
be contacted at
lwilliams2@harding.edu.

Fifteen delightfully awkward years

any big things happened during
Homecoming last weekend.
The football team had a big victory over
Northwestern Oklahoma State University.
The musical “Big Fish” made a huge splash
on the Benson stage. Elijah Anthony (class
of 1968) received a distinguished honor.
The late and beloved professor Dr. Betty
Watson had a striking portrait unveiled in
the Cannon-Clary College of Education.
Amid all these big moments, one small
thing happened. It was listed in the schedule
of weekend activities, but as one of so
many, it was easy to miss. Harding’s poetry
club marked its 15th year with a reunion.
Size-wise it was a wee event, with only 13
people. But fittingly for a group of poets,
the symbolism was huge.
In 2003, two English majors had a
crazy idea. Tim Nance and Andrea Zahler
decided to meet three times a week and
recite poems to each other. Committed to
the old-fashioned but mind-sharpening
practice of memorizing verse, these die-hards
invited others to join them. Passionate as
they were, though, it did not take long to
realize that the goal of three poetry recitals
a week was unsustainable.
So they settled on just one hour. In a
fit of eccentricity, Tim came up with the
name “Cultic Goat Wednesdays.” Later
fearing that the club’s activities could be
misunderstood, he wisely changed the
name to “Souvenirs” — the French word for
“remember.”Week after week, the members
met to read, recite and reflect.
To become official, the group needed
a sponsor. I was a new faculty member
that year and happily agreed to join this
quixotic adventure. As a teacher who has
labored — often in vain — to convince

Michael Claxton
Guest Writer

people who are training themselves to pay
attention to rhythm and rhyme and sound.
People who treasure language and want to
do it justice, even as we stumble over the
occasional unfamiliar word or odd line.
Souvenirs has a colorful history. We’ve
held fundraisers on Feb. 14, where students
could rent a member to recite a poem to their
Valentine. We’ve held “Poetry Showdowns,”
where two people memorize the same poem
and recite alternating lines to see who makes
the fewest mistakes. We’ve had “come-asyour-favorite-poet” Halloween parties, only
to realize that Walmart has a rather thin
selection of poet costumes.
We’ve made road trips to nearby bookstores
until most of them closed. We’ve recorded
CDs. We’ve read poems in nursing homes.
We’ve held all-day public readings of epics
such as “Paradise Lost” and “The Iliad.”
And we’ve gone down in defeat when we
realized 12 hours too late that “The Iliad”
takes 18 hours to read out loud.
We retold these stories at the reunion.
Tim Nance was there, making the drive
from Tennessee. Others came from as far
away as Iowa and as nearby as Little Rock.
As a tiny band of past and present members
sat in a circle for old times’ sake, our current
president spoke for us all when she thanked
the founders for creating a place for poetry
lovers to belong.
We are unabashed at being a little
different. We love beauty and old words.
We cherish time with people who share
these things in common. Souvenirs is
simply a microcosm of what Harding and
Homecoming are all about.

skeptical students that they need poetry in their
lives, I was thrilled to find young adults who didn’t
need convincing. Of course, I couldn’t help but
wonder how long it would last.
After all, if you have a football game, people
will come. If you hold a concert, people will come.
If you put on a musical, people will come. But if
you announce a poetry reading, crickets will come.
Even though poets have had mass appeal during
many ages of history, we are not living in one of
those ages. So as the British cockney would say,
“I ‘ad me doubts.”
That was 15 years ago, and over a decade
after Tim, Andrea and other charter members
graduated, we are still here. Every fall it seems
that new people wander our way, discovering a
community of kindred spirits. Like the French
Club, or the Dactylology Club, or the Classic Film
Club, what we lack in membership, we make up
for in enthusiasm.
What’s not to like? We have hot tea, served
in mis-matched mugs. We pick a poet each week
and check out a towering stack of books from the
library. We sit in a circle in the Sears Honors House
on Tuesdays, with piles of Browning, or Frost, or
Angelou, often reading silently for long stretches
of time before someone finds a poem to read out
loud. And if you’ve never watched people read
silently before, you can’t really claim to have lived.
Unashamedly nerdy, we embrace those awkward
silences. In a noisy world, where opinions are often
shouted rather than shared, there is something MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
refreshing about the quiet. Especially when it writer for The Bison. He can be
is followed by a poem — one read out loud by contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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Delusional
Optimism
Jack Allen

Sports Editor

Welcome
to the Club

As Harding students stress over
the final day of Club Week, some
universities are also working to
get their teams into the club of
college football elites.
The induction process for these
Group of Five (G5) conference
universities began more than 10 years
ago, when upstart program Boise
State University (BSU) shocked
the college football universe by
upsetting perennial powerhouse
University of Oklahoma in the
Fiesta Bowl.
The game served almost like
a first-round mixer, allowing the
long-standing members their
first chance to meet the up-andcoming class. That game felt like
a fluke at the time; Boise State
needed numerous trick plays,
including a hook and lateral play
on a long fourth down and a statue
of liberty play to win it. Little did
the traditional powerhouses know,
this was only the beginning of the
G5 induction process.
The next few mixers occurred
over the next few years. More G5
teams joined Boise State by pulling
shocking Bowl Championship
Series (BCS) upsets at the expense
of powerhouses. Utah beat Alabama
in the 2009 Sugar Bowl. Texas
Christian University (TCU) beat
Wisconsin in the 2011 Rose Bowl,
and the University of Central
Florida (UCF) beat Baylor in the
2014 Fiesta Bowl.
During conference realignment
in 2011 and 2012, some G5 schools
received bids to join the ranks of
the elite conferences. TCU joined
the Big XII conference, and Utah
joined the Pac-12 conference.
Several others, like BSU and UCF
were left on the outside looking in.
Since then, college football has
changed to a new playoff system,
which promised to put the best four
teams in the country against each
other. This new-look, fourth-round
mixer hoped to get rid of the hazing
the club hopefuls had experienced.
However, in the process, it simply
allowed for the potential new
members to be looked down on in
a new way. Rather than being hurt
by computers, they are now being
hurt by the selection committee.
When a team can defeat all
of its opponents handily and still
be turned away in favor of a team
that did not even qualify for its
conference championship game,
that team is being hazed by the
system. As a result, they have been
forced to start a club of their own,
hoping to one day be considered
one of the powerhouses of the
sport. They chant “power six,”
knowing full well their time in
the spotlight may never come.
Now, they are even proclaiming
themselves champions.
S u r e , U C F ’s s c h e d u l e a
season ago was not as difficult as
Alabama’s, but what can they do
about that? Teams like UCF are at
a major scheduling disadvantage.
Powerhouses will not schedule
them because if UCF wins, then it
is a major upset; if the powerhouse
wins, UCF is characterized as
overrated, and the win becomes
meaningless.
It is time to stop cowering behind
the wall of strength of schedule.
Are Tennessee, Arkansas, or Ole
Miss any better than Memphis this
year? I would argue not.
As this new class of G5 teams
continues to prove itself time and
again in the mixer process of college
football, it is time to welcome them
into the club. Throw a jersey over
their head and call them official
members of the college football elite.
JACK ALLEN is the head
sports editor for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jallen10@harding.edu.

Searcy, Ark., 72149

Bisons clinch regular
season GAC crown

Harding set to host postseason
conference tournament
JACK ALLEN
head sports editor
AARON ALEXANDER
asst. sports editor
Senior night for the Harding
men’s soccer team became a little
more memorable Tuesday night,
as the Bisons claimed their second
straight Great American Conference
(GAC) regular season title with
a 1-0 win over Ouachita Baptist
University (OBU).
The team’s six seniors were honored
pre game in front of a packed crowd
at the Stevens Soccer Complex.
The game was billed as a winnertake-all for the GAC title and the
right to host the GAC conference
tournament next weekend. Harding
and OBU entered the game tied for
the conference lead with records
of 3-2.
It was a defensive affair early on,
and shots were at a premium. The
Bisons were only able to produce 12
shots over the course of the game,
three of which were on goal. OBU

only managed five shots on target
and 15 total shots.
The first goal-scoring opportunity
of the evening came as OBU’s
midfielder Abraham Lazo fired a
shot on goal in the 14th minute, but
senior Bison goalkeeper Michael
Wasson made his first of five saves
in the game. Wasson has been the
GAC goalkeeper of the week three
times this season and is third in
the conference in save percentage
with .800. Wasson is also fifth in
the conference in saves and third
in shutouts. He holds the school
record with 16 shutouts.
The game’s only goal came in the
55th minute via the boot of junior
defender Christian Ramos, who
netted his league-leading fifth goal
of the season just inside the far-post
from 18-yards away. The play was
set up on a pass from senior forward
Jason Diaz. Ramos has 16 career
goals, making him tied for fifth
in program history. He has scored
many crucial goals this season. His

Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS

Junior defender Christian Ramos (14) celebrates with his
teammates after scoring the decisive goal in a match against
Ouachita Baptist on Oct. 24. Harding hosts the GAC conference
tournament starting Nov. 2.
game-winning goal Tuesday night to 9-5-1 on the season and 4-2 in
was his third game-winner of the conference play. The Bisons are
season and fifth of his career, tied currently ranked No. 4 in the Division
for most in team history. Diaz’s assist II Central Region rankings.
leaves him one short of the current
Their next game will take place
Harding assist record.
on Nov. 2 against Oklahoma
After Harding’s lone goal, OBU Baptist in the first round of the
did not have a single shot on goal GAC tournament. As a result of
for the final 35 minutes of the game. Tuesday’s victory, Harding will host
With the win, Harding improves the tournament.
Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS

Homecoming Tailgates: Best of The Best
JACK ALLEN
head sports editor

This past weekend, The Bison newspaper’s sports editing team
traversed Bison Park to explore the tailgate scene at Harding University
on Homecoming weekend. Six hot dogs, four burgers, three sandwiches
and an upset stomach later, we are prepared to hand out some awards
to the top tailgating crews.

Best Overall Tailgate: Student Publications

The sports team is not biased at all in our decision to rank this tailgate
No. 1. It had good food, a nice fall aesthetic and a fun atmosphere. “If
you do not rank us No. 1, you are both fired,” editor-in-chief Kaleb
Turner said. No worries, Kaleb, you earned it. (We have journalistic
integrity. We swear.)

Best Food: Omega Phi and Iota Chi

As the team walked into Bison Park, the smell of the grill at this
tailgate could be detected immediately; something good was cooking.
Leave it up to senior grill master Troy Donahue to deliver a delicious
blend of steak, cheese, grilled onion and bread that stood far above the
rest. Beyond that, this tailgate’s desire to share with everyone who came
by made it one of the best atmospheres on campus last weekend.

Best Dog: Sub T-16 and Gamma Sigma Phi (Tie)

The team ate a lot of hot dogs last weekend, but none compared to
those grilled by Sub T-16. Going beyond Oscar Mayer or Ball Park Franks,
the hot dogs which came off their grill had a better blend of seasoning
and flavor than the rest of the hot dogs we ate combined. By the time
we arrived, we had already tried five hot dogs and were sick of them, but
this one pushed through those mental barriers to stand out as top dog.
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Junior Zachary Kenne, sophomore Curan Olson, freshman
Abigail Howell and sophomore Connor Hinson play a game of
cornhole at the Gamma Sigma Phi (GSP)/Ju Go Ju tailgate on
Oct. 20. GSP won the award for “Best Dog.”
Speaking of dogs, we saw a dog in a Gamma Sigma Phi jersey, and if that
dog were a human, it would have been a football-playing seventh-grader.
It was that big. All dogs are good dogs, but that beautiful beast takes home
the award of best dog.

Best Music: Knights

No sound should be associated more closely with a tailgate than slightly
out-of-tune singing to popular songs, and Knights delivered ten fold, offering
up the sounds of its newly released album “1968,” which honors the club’s
50th anniversary. As we arrived, we could hear the sweet, velvety tones of
senior Bronson Crabtree singing “Carolina in my Mind.” The song set the
tone for the laid-back, fun experience this tailgate had to offer. The club also
handed out some free copies of the album, so we could carry the magical
tailgating feeling with us wherever we go.

Healthiest: Pi Theta Phi

The sports crew still has not decided if this award is a positive or a
negative. As we arrived under the tent, we were surprised to find a color we
had seen very little of over the course of the day: green. Sure, Pi Theta Phi
also had plenty of sweets including some donut holes and cookies, but the
presence of vegetables and fruit made this the only logical choice for the
title of “healthiest.”

Best Burger: N/A

Photo by LOREN WILLIAMS

Sophomore Alex Beth, senior Troy Donohue and sophomore
Joshua Morgan grill at the Omega Phi/Iota Chi tailgate on
Oct. 20. The trio are The Bison’s “Grillmasters of the Week.”

TEKEL is the only word to accurately describe the sports writing
staff ’s opinions of this weekend’s burgers. Found in Daniel 5:27, it means,
“You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting.” The burgers
need more seasoning and, in some cases, less lighter fluid.
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Finishing on a high note

Harding’s men’s and women’s tennis
teams finish fall competition with big wins

Junior Rylie Cox celebrates winning the GAC Individual Championship
single’s flight one tournament with her teammate senior Arisa Takanashi
on Oct. 21. Cox played Tankanashi in the final match of the tournament and
won in straight sets.

Both the Harding men’s
and women’s tennis teams
finished their fall semester
competition on high notes.
Both teams competed at the
Great American Conference
Individual Championships
in Russellville, Arkansas, last
weekend.
The men’s doubles team
of junior Pablo Trevino and
freshman Diego Pierola won
the second flight championship,
winning four matches in total.
On the women’s side, junior
Rylie Cox won the top flight
singles championship in
straight sets.
Harding’s Head Men’s
and Women’s Tennis Coach
David Redding said he was
impressed with how both teams
played in the tournament, and
that it was good competition
for his team to face as they
prepare for the competitive
season in the spring.
“Winning their matches
gives the rest of the team
confidence and motivation
for working hard going
into the spring matches,”
Redding said.

This was the first time in a
tournament that Trevino and
Pierola have played together.
They said that a few injuries
shifted the team around.
“All the practice matches
that we’ve played together
helped us a lot,” Pierola said.
“We understand how the
other person wants to play.”
Both Trevino and Pierola
played several singles matches
before they played in the
doubles tournament; Trevino
said their toughest doubles
match was in the second
round.
“In doubles matches, you
have to think and play as one
mind on the court instead of
playing like an individual,”
Trevino said.
In the women’s final, Cox
faced her Harding teammate
and doubles partner senior
Arisa Takanashi. She said
that it was fun to get to
play her, and that the game
was interesting since both
players knew the style that
the other played.
“It felt like we were just
practicing,” Cox said. “We
play each other every day. It
didn’t really feel like a final
match at all.”

Sutherland managed to get
significant play time as a
freshman. She led the team
in goals that season, scoring
23 goals, a Harding singleseason record.
“When Bethany was a
freshman, she was able to
just kind of do her and be
herself,” Harris said. “She
was surrounded by a lot of
good juniors and seniors.”
One of those juniors was
her sister, Melita Sutherland.
The two instantly connected
on the field.
“I knew where she was
going to be,” Bethany said.
“She knew where I was going
to be so I didn’t have to look.
Just like, oh, she’s going to
be there. I’ll play it. It was
just cool.”
Bethany said her favorite
moments in her college
career were the times when
she scored off an assist from
her sister.
When Melita graduated,
Bethany was forced to step

not lost on her coach.
“She’s not someone who
just gets out of bed and is
naturally good every day,”
Harris said. “Everybody just
sees the games, goals … and
that’s all good. But she’s also
helping others get better,
which is what this whole
journey is about.”
In spite of her struggles,
Harris is still grateful to
have a player like Bethany
leading his team.
“When you have someone
like Bethany , you always
have a chance,” Harris said.
Bethany’s Harding career
will be remembered in the
record books. She is the school
record-holder in career goals,
points, shots, shots on goal
and penalties. But, it is the
things off the field that her
coach will remember.
“I have spent a lot of time
with Bethany and I actually
personally enjoy more Bethany
the person [than the player],”
Harris said.

Senior Lady Bisons midfielder Bethany Sutherland
practices at the Stevens Soccer Complex on Oct.
22. Sutherland leads the team in goals this season
with nine; she has 51 total goals in her career.

AARON ALEXANDER
asst. sports editor
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Senior Spotlight: Bethany Sutherland
JACK ALLEN
head sports editor
Senior Harding women’s
soccer midfielder Bethany
Sutherland leads the Bisons in
every major offensive statistical
category: goals, assists, points
and shots. Sutherland has
been a statistical leader for
the Lady Bisons since she
stepped on campus as a
freshman, but off the field she
has developed into a leader
for her younger teammates.
Sutherland first came to
campus the summer before
her junior year of high school
to attend a soccer camp.
Head Women’s Soccer Coach
Greg Harris said he noticed
Sutherland right away as a
future leader.
“We knew then she was
going to be a really good
player,” Harris said.
When Sutherland joined
the Bisons, she became part
of a program filled with junior
and senior playmakers. Still,

into the role of leader. The
girl who Harris described as
quiet had to fill her sister’s
role.
“I feel like I show more
by example,” Bethany said.
“That’s my way of leading,
rather than saying anything.”
Harris, though, said he
has seen Bethany push his
team and become like another
assistant coach.
“She’s becoming a teacher
on the field, especially a lot
during practice,” Harris said.
“She is really helping the
young ones, guiding them.”
As she has gotten older,
Bethany said teams have
started doing more creative
things to stop her from being
a factor. Some have doubleteamed and even triple-teamed
her. As a result, she has only
tallied nine goals this season.
“I want to score and step
up and help be the example,”
Bethany said. “I am just not
where I want to be.”
That desire to be better is

LIGHTNING
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Keith Brown
Beta Omega Chi

What is your favorite part
about Club Week?

Cox is a transfer from
Costal Carolina University,
which is a Division I program.
She said she has enjoyed her
time at Harding thus far
and loves that Harding is a
Christian school.
“I love the team atmosphere
and the bond that we have,”
Cox said. “I really enjoy
being here at Harding and
that makes me play better.”
For now, both teams are
practicing until the spring
team competition starts in
February 2019. Trevino said
the team’s goal is to win the
conference. He believes that
with hard work and the talent
they have, they can make
their goal a reality.
“If [the women’s tennis
team] plays to the best of
our ability, we feel like we
are one of the best, if not
the best in the conference,”
Redding said.
S e ver al of the other
women’s tennis players were
in the final or semi-final
matches in their respective
flights. Cox said winning in
this tournament makes her
excited to get to play with her
teammates and to win more
tournaments in the spring.
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Meagan Hoard
Phi Kappa Delta

Zach Wilson
Titans

Briley Ewing
Chi Sigma Alpha

Sara Roibal
Sigma Phi Mu

Jingling my keys
when PKD does
their cheers

All Club

Getting to know
all of the new
members

Having dinner
with everyone in
the club

Watching all
of the new
members grow

How many hours of sleep
do you average a night
during Club Week?

Seven and a half

Five

Five

Six

Four or five

Who’s gonna win the World
Series?

Red Sox

Red Sox

Red Sox

Dodgers

Red Sox

What’s your favorite club
cheer (other than one from
yours)?

The Kingsmen
one with the
trumpet

The Kojie
Rumble

Chi Sig’s Five
Days of Club
Week

T-I-T-A-N-S,
Everybody, Box
Titans, Titans the Box Box Box Box
best
Box Box
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think

pink

According to breastcancer.org, 1 in 8 U.S.
women develop invasive breast cancer in
their lifetime. This Breast Cancer Awareness
month, two Harding faculty members reflect on
their experience battling the disease.

Photo by EMILY GRIFFIN

Sharon Williams, administrative assistant to the president, was diagnosed with non-invasive ductal cacinoma in 2013. Five years later, in May of this
year, Williams was diagnosed with cancer again and had a double mastectomy. For Williams, Breast Cancer Awareness month is important because it
encourages women to be proactive and seek medical expertise.

sharon williams
JED MYERS
student writer

Sharon Williams, administrative assistant to the president,
dons an inspiring story — one that becomes especially
meaningful in the month of October.
Williams was first diagnosed with non-invasive ductal
carcinoma in 2013 and was treated through six rounds of
chemotherapy and six weeks of radiation. In May 2018,
Williams was diagnosed again and had a double mastectomy.
At the time of her first diagnosis, Williams said she was
disappointed but not shocked because of the steps taken to
further her initial testing. She immediately began considering
what her next steps would be.

“

People with cancer are
almost inducted into a
club they did not want to
be in, but it is a club of
support and family.
Sharon Williams

”

“I learned to enjoy things,” Williams said. “You take a
lot of things for granted, and every day I took in everything
I saw, making every day count. I started to see the good in

everything, and now I try to make my days count toward
helping others to do the same.”
Williams said she came back to work quickly because
she felt she had to stay busy and not focus so much on her
situation. While she was receiving treatment, her perspective
changed to finding the positive in each moment.
“The Harding community was amazing with cards, food,
phone calls and prayers,” Williams said.
Breast Cancer Awareness month is important, according
to Williams, because there are so many women who have died
from the disease. Awareness of the disease and its treatment
is invaluable, as it encourages women to be proactive and
be checked themselves. This year, Williams participated in
the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure, an event she also
participated in before her diagnosis, and was involved in
Harding’s Relay for Life and Survivor Lap.
“After my diagnosis, this event had a whole different
meaning,” Williams said. “To see the other people that
go through this disease and survive — it’s an emotional
time. People with cancer are almost inducted into a club
they did not want to be in, but it is a club of support
and family.”
Cindy Hunter, executive assistant to the president, has
worked with Williams for over a year, but has known her
for a while. Hunter said when she learned of Williams’
first diagnosis, she hated it for her, noting her youth and
beauty. After Williams’ recent diagnosis, Hunter said it was
devastating for everyone in the president’s office because

1/8 Women

will develop invasive breast cancer
over the course of their lifetime.
A woman's risk of breast cancer 
if she has a close relative who has been diagnosed
with breast cancer.

in the U.S. are being or have
been treated for breast cancer.

In 2018, it's estimated there will be

266,120 new cases

of invasive breast cancer in women in the U.S.
Data from breastcancer.org, Susan G. Komen Foundation,
and the United States Center for Disease Control
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She is serious about
keeping her commitments
because of her abiding
faith in God that I think
has only grown stronger.
Monte Cox

”

Monte Cox, dean of the College of Bible and Ministry,
where Williams worked as a receptionist and office manager
from 2001 to 2017, said it was painful to watch Williams
go through such a painful experience for so long. Cox said
even in the middle of her ongoing cancer battle, she put
a smile on her face and did her job. While she may have
been anxious at times, her colleagues saw no change in
her demeanor.
“She is tender but tough,” Cox said. “She is very
conscientious, extremely responsible. She is serious about
keeping her commitments because of her abiding faith in
God that I think has only grown stronger.”

ERIN FLOYD
head copy editor
Amy Adair, assistant professor of the
college of education, was diagnosed in August
2015 with breast cancer. After four months
of chemotherapy and multiple surgeries,
Adair was cleared with “No Evidence of
Disease” (NED) in December 2015.
Throughout her treatments, Adair said
her family of four was very supportive. Her
oldest son moved home from a different
part of Arkansas to be with her, and her
daughter and younger son also helped care
for her by running errands and supporting
other needs of the family.
“My husband went to every treatment,
every surgery. Anything that I had to do,
he would do it with me,” Adair said. “He
was so convicted that he needed to be with
me, that he would not even let me say, ‘I
have a chemo treatment,’ he would say,
‘we have a chemo treatment.’ ‘You don’t
have a doctor’s appointment, we have a
doctor’s appointment.’ That just meant so
much to me.”

“

3.1 Million Women

“

amy adair

Breast Cancer

Facts
Figures

she had just reached the five-year mark of remission from
her first diagnosis.
“She has handled her situation amazingly,” Hunter
said. “She always has the best attitude and knows that
God is in control. She may not feel good all of the time,
but unless I was this close this to her, I would have never
known it.”

Anything that came
up. I just had people
continually saying, ‘If
there’s anything I can do
... let me know.’
Amy Adair

”

Adair said her community at Harding was
also very supportive of her and her family
during her cancer treatments, offering to
fill in for classes, grade assignments and
help in other areas as well.
“That was the biggest thing,” Adair said.

“Anything that came up. I just had people
continually saying, ‘If there’s anything I
can do… If I can teach a class or help you
grade let me know.’”
October is Breast Cancer Awareness
month, and Adair said the awareness it raises
is important because it pushes fundraising
and support for important cancer research
through events such as Relay for Life.

“

I will lose the battle
to cancer if I’m found
unfaithful when I finally
pass from this earth.
But I will not lose the
battle with cancer simply
because I pass away.
Amy Adair

”

As she went through her cancer treatments,
Adair said that the real battle wasn’t a physical
battle, but a spiritual battle. When patients
are diagnosed with cancer, they often go
through about a year of chemotherapy,
radiation or surgeries, during which they
are constantly thinking about how to get
better, according to Adair.
“It is not against the cancer,” Adair said.
“My battle is staying faithful to God … The
battle is getting your mind right, staying
faithful, ... and in the end, if cancer leads
to my physical death, then I will not lose
the battle to cancer. I will lose the battle
to cancer if I’m found unfaithful when I
finally pass from this earth. But I will not
lose the battle with cancer simply because
I pass away.”
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